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Abstract

Islamic history is remarkable in the close relationship it demonstratrates
between legal judgments and the regulation of life and societal changes in the
political, social, economic, and cultural doma Tins. This relationship defines the
interaction between the guidelines of the march of history and its motivations on
one hand and the pattern and levels of societal changes on the other. This brilliant
model has made an impact on the recording of this history of Islamic countries
throughout the past and also in the present time. It was for this reason that I
chose to research this modern Islamic historical topic entitled: "The Wagfs in
Makkah and Madinah during the Rule of King "Abdul- "Aziz ibn® "Abdul-
Rahman Al Sa'ud." I trace the impact of this important Islamic tradition on the
changes that have taken place in that important part of the Islamic world — and
even in the whole world- and observe the patterns of the movement in the
changing realities of that time and the molding of them into the new form of
development that have influenced Saudi society in the different stages of its
development.

The research discusses issues related to the main topic from both specific
and general perspectives.

Focus has been made on the relevance of the topic to the Ottoman rule
over the region; an era that ‘influenced the Wagfs (charitable endowments) in
terms of their role and administration. In fact, the repercussions of the Ottoman
era extended into the next period, the rule of King "Abdul-'Aziz (may Allah bless
his soul). A profoundly influential relationship was discovered between the
administrative aspects of the two eras. The research discusses a variety of issues
related to the main topic, including Wagfs of water, Waqfs for the "Two Holy
Shrines, their guardians, and Mu'adhins; Waqfs dedicated to education, teachers,
and libraries; etc., exerting every possible effort to examine theses Waqfs and
their categories. It was realized that the role of Wagf is indispensable in these
fields, and that it continues to play a significant role in view of its legal channels
of dispensation. :

The third and fourth chapters discuss how the role of Waqfs is reflected in
religious, cultural, social, economic, and scientific areas.

In conclusion, a close dynamic relationship has been discovered between
Wagqfs and the development of Makkan and Madinan society. Such a relationship
has the potential to become more powerful and stable in terms of impacting
societal change, if it is well employed. Waqfs are an important financial resource
for many elements that have an impact on the life of human society.
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